ISLAND HEIGHTS BOARD OF EDUCATION

ISLAND HEIGHTS, NEW JERSEY

REGULAR MEETING, MAY 14, 2025 AT 5:45 P.M.

M I N U T E S

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING AND WORKSHOP of the Board of Education of the Borough of Island Heights, County of Ocean, State of New Jersey held on Wednesday, May 14, 2025.

The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. by Craig Lorentzen in the Gymnasium at the Island Heights Grade School.  Mr. Lorentzen led the group in the flag salute.
MEMBER PRESENT:  Maureen DeSanto, Ashley Edwards, Bob King, Bob MacNeal and Dana Weber
MEMBERS ABSENT: Cody Wilber
MEMBERS LATE:       Quinn Arevalo 6:30 p.m.
ALSO PRESENT:  Tim Rehm, Superintendent, Craig Lorentzen, School Business Administrator, Lisa Royer, Principal, Danielle Panizzi, Board Attorney, Lil Brendel, Board Secretary.

Executive Session posted on website on May 12, 2025 for meeting at 5:45 to discuss personnel. The meeting lasted for one half hour.
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT

In compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, adequate notice of this meeting of the Board of Education was provided in the following manner:

On December 16, 2024 advance written notice of this meeting was delivered to the Asbury Park Press, MicroMedia Publications and the Island Heights Grade School. The meeting notice was published in the Asbury Park Press and Micromedia Publications on December 28, 2024.

        Upon motion of Mrs. Weber seconded by Mr. King there was a nomination for Mr. MacNeal for

        President of the Board of Education.

       ROLL CALL:

       AYES: Mrs. DeSanto, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal and Mrs. Weber

       Upon motion of Miss Edwards seconded by Mr. MacNeal there was a nomination for Mr. King for

       Vice President of the Board of Education.

       ROLL CALL:

       AYES: Mrs. DeSanto, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal and Mrs. Weber

 Mrs. Royer and Mr. Bruner recognized the 2025 Unsung Hero, Aaron Irons. We presented him with a gift card.
 Mr. Rehm and the Board of Education recognized the Teacher of Year 2025, Megan Shoemaker and presented her with flowers. Mrs. Shoemaker thanked everyone for being selected as Teacher of the Year 2025.





REGULAR MEETING

Upon motion of Mr. King seconded by Maureen DeSanto the following resolution was approved:
APPROVE SUPERINTENDENT/PRINCIPAL MRS. LISA A.  ROYER’S CONTRACT FOR JULY 1, 2025 - JUNE 30, 2028.
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve Mrs. Lisa A. Royer’s contract  for July 1, 2025-June 30, 2028 as presented and approved by the Executive County Superintendent of Schools.
ROLL CALL:

AYES: Miss Arevalo, Mrs. DeSanto, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal and Mrs. Weber

Mrs. Royer thanked the Board of Education for working with her throughout her time as Principal sitting at the table learning and working together. She thanked Mr. Rehm for being her support and trained her to this next level. She thanked Mr. Lorentzen and is looking forward to working with him. She thanked Mrs. Brendel, Mrs. Smutz and Mrs. Jansen for their support and thanked the teachers and her family members, Scott, Kendal and Colin, her parents and inlaws for their support.
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Upon motion of Mr. King seconded by Mrs. Weber the following resolution was approved:
APPROVE MINUTES

RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE

FOLLOWING MEETING:
April 9, 2025 - Regular Meeting & Executive Session
         ROLL CALL:
         AYES: Miss Arevalo, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal  and Mrs. Weber

         ABSTAIN: Mrs. DeSanto

          Upon motion of Mr. King seconded by Mrs. Weber the following resolutions were approved:

         APPROVE MINUTES
RESOLVED, THAT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVE THE MINUTS OF THE FOLLOWING MEETING

                        May 1, 2025 – Regular and Closed Session

AYES: Mrs. DeSanto, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal, and Mrs. Weber
ABSTAIN: Miss Arevalo

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT:  Mrs. Royer thanked the teachers and staff for Teacher’s Appreciation Week. Thank you to our PTO and families for all the love they have shown our staff. NJSLA Testing for Grades 3-6 have been working hard on their state testing. Next week our fifth graders will be taking the science portion. We are so proud of our teachers and students for working so hard. Students in Grades K-6 will complete their final round of MAP testing before the end of the year.
The Spring Concert will be tomorrow night at 7:00 p.m. We are looking for a fun night of music from our students. We will have seats reserved for our board members and their families. Please let us know if you plan on attending and how many seats you will need. Upcoming events May 23, 1:00 p.m. dismissal, Field Day/Fun Run, May 26, no school Memorial Day. June 4, Veteran’s Park Picnic/Lead U and June 6 are PTO carnival.
Mr. Rehm congratulated Mrs. Royer again. He also discussed the Feasibility Study and at our next meeting, we will present our Strategic Plan. 

Upon motion of Mrs. Weber seconded by Mr. King the following resolutions were approved:





SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS
APPROVE TENURED, NON-CERTIFICATED AND NON-TENURED STAFF
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the following list of personnel for employment for the 2025-26 school year.

Craig Lorentzen, CPA Business Administrator

Lil Brendel, Board Secretary

Elizabeth Smutz, School Secretary

Diane Caputo, Classroom Teacher 

Kelly Torres – Classroom Teacher

Rebecca Connell – Classroom Teacher (non-tenured) 

Michael Bruner Classroom Teacher

Elizabeth Major Classroom Teacher

Lori Romano, Gifted & Talented Teacher

Michele LeBlanc, Special Ed Teacher, LDTC

Brooke Nelson, Special Ed Teacher

Evan Gingrich, Special Ed Teacher (non-tenured)

Megan Shoemaker, Classroom Teacher

Bailey Seltenrich, Classroom Teacher 

Jennifer Wisniewski, Pre-K Teacher

Lisa Bowman, Pre-K Teacher (non-tenured)

Chrisie Stankowitz, Social Worker (tenured March 12, 2026)

Tim Legendre, Physical Education Teacher  

Pat Olsen, Nurse (non-tenured)

Emma Zermane – Guidance

Michelle Brick, Music Teacher/Instrumental Music 

Stephanie Kitzmiller, Art Teacher (tenured April 2026)

Christopher Rauscher, Technology

Cynthia Wood, Lunch Worker

Doug Morone, Custodian
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Tim Lawrence, Custodian

Ed Crawford, Facilities Manager

Dorothea Jansen, Secretary

Kathleen Angellella, Aide

Gina Crosby, Aide

Stephanie Kitzmiller, Aide

Laura Fox-Mongaliri, Aide

Raquel Dumplet, Aide

Domenica Bracco, Aide

Jennifer Muldowney, Aide

Chloe Colaner, Aide

APPROVE MONTHLY REPORT: HARASSMENT, INTIMIDATION & BULLYING INCIDENCES
       Number of Incidences:  April  –  1 Unfounded

APPROVE FIRE AND SECURITY DRILLS FOR APRIL 2025
       RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the fire and security drills for April 2025

APPROVE THE COMPREHENSIVE EQUITY PLAN 2025-2028
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the Comprehensive Equity Plan 2025-2028 as presented.

APPROVE THE NJSIG SAFETY GRANT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2025-26
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the NJSIG Safety Grant for the school year 2025-26 in the amount of $2,000.

APPROVE THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES FOR THE ESY PROGRAM FROM JULY 8, 2025-JULY 31, 2025
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the following employees for the ESY Program from July 8-31, 2025:

· Evan Gingrich ESY Teacher Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at a cost of $2,160

· Dawn Henninger ESY Teacher  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at a cost of $2,160

· Lisa Bowman ESY Paraprofessional Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday at a cost of $1,440.

APPROVE SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENTS WITH SEASIDE HEIGHTS BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE 2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve shared service agreements with Seaside Heights Board of Education for the 2025-26 school year as follows:

· Preschool Intervention and Referral Team Liaison, Family Parent Liaison and Facilitator Coach (Master Teacher) at a cost of $18,246.

· World Language Teacher at a cost of $16,123.

ACCEPT MRS. WISNIEWSKI LETTER OF FAMILY LEAVE FROM SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 2025 
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education accept Mrs. Wisniewski Letter of Family Leave from September 22, 2025 to December 19, 2025.

APPROVE LEN PASCHALL TO PART-TIME CUSTODIAN FROM MAY 19, 2025 – JUNE 30, 2025.
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve Len Paschall to part-time custodian from May 19, 2025-June 30, 2025.

APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SUBSTITUTE CUSTODIAN FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR
RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve John Klag as substitute custodian for the remainder of the school year at a cost of $18.00 per hour.
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APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SUBSTITUTE NURSE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR
 RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve Ann Marie Cecere, RN as substitute nurse for the remainder of the school year at a cost of $200 per day.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Letter from Central Regional

ROLL CALL:

AYES: Miss Arevalo, Mrs. DeSanto, Miss Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. MacNeal and Mrs. Weber

Upon motion of Mr. King seconded by Ashley Edwards the following resolutions were approved:

Financial Reports:

Accept the Financial Reports of the Board Secretary and Treasurer of School 

Monies for the period ending March 31, 2025 as reconciled.

Certification of No Over-expenditures: Pursuant to NJAC 6A:23-2.22 (c) 3-4, accept and certify the Budget Appropriations Report for the month ending March 31, certifying no line item account has been over-expended through payments or contractual orders in violation of NJAC6A:23-2.22 (b) and sufficient funds are available to meet the financial obligation of the Island Heights Board of Education.

Board Certification: Recommend acceptance that through the adoption of this resolution, the Island Heights Board of Education, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 (c) 4, certifies that as of May 9, 2025 after review of the Secretary’s monthly financial report (appropriations section) and upon consultation with the Business Administrator that to the best of our knowledge, no major account or fund has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23-2.11 c(4) i.-vi and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.

APPROVE THE BILLS LISTS

       RESOLVED, That the Board of Education approve the April bills list:                                   
Current Account May 1-31, 2025: $306,858.77

Lunch Account: April 2025                     893.46    

        ANNOUNCEMENTS
  
   
Wednesday, June 11, 2025 – Regular Meeting 6:15 p.m.

         Mr. MacNeal stated we made a great choice on the Superintendent.
Mrs. Weber stated she was so pleased to watch Mrs. Royer grow from a teacher when her older  children were here to when now we have a fourth grader and how she has grown from curriculum coach to Principal and now to Superintendent. She’s really looking forward to working with her in her next stage.
       Respectfully submitted: 
       Lil Brendel, Board Secretary
       APPROVED: LB 6/11/25
